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Upcoming Events 
Note: The coronavirus situation means 
some or all of the following events will be 
cancelled. Please check in advance. 
 
4 April, 1 p.m.: Pilgrimage to Holy Island 
celebrating the life of St Oscar Romero 
on the 40th Anniversary of his 
martyrdom. Safe crossing must be done 
before 10:30 a.m. Sponsored by Romero 
Trust and CAFOD. 
 
25 April, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.: Hexham 
Debates: Refugees in Modern World 
History. Talk by Prof. Peter Gatrell. St 
Mary’s Center, Hencotes, Hexham NE16 
2EB. Coffee and tea to follow.   
 
29 April, 7:30 p.m.: Newman Association 
(Cleveland Circle), talk by Prof. Terry 
Wright, ‘Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A 
Surprisingly Catholic Protestant Martyr’. 
Talks held at St. Mary’s Cathedral Hall, 
Middlesbrough TS8 0TW. 
 
2 May, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.: Hexham 
Debates: Thinking Like an Ecosystem. 
Talk by Emeritus Prof. Gerard Hastings. 
St Mary’s Center, Hencotes, Hexham 
NE16 2EB. Coffee and tea to follow.   

Welcome to Our Newsletter 
 
The Northeast Catholic Social Teaching (CST) Study Group was formed partly so that 
members would be able to share with Catholics in general some of what they learned from 
their study. This newsletter is an attempt to provide more information on various aspects of 
Catholic Social Teaching (called the ‘church’s best-kept secret’). 

 

What Catholic Social Teaching (CST) Means to Me 
 
To me, CST means: 

• People working together to make their own communities a better 
place 

• Being proactive in tackling social injustices 
• Always having sensitivity to the needs of people with whom we 

come into contact 
• Being aware of the marginalized, poor, and vulnerable 
• Being part of a Christian ethos that has been changing the world for 

the better for thousands of years 
 

Cathy Marshall 
 

 
Did you participate in any of the activities of Young Catholic Workers? If 
so, you might want to share something about your experiences. We 
welcome items for our newsletter on ways in which you or your 
organisation have made a difference. To send your submissions, or for 
more information on Catholic Social Teaching, please email Louise Harrison 
at maryalicelouise@outlook.com 

 

 
Young, handsome, popular, sporty, fun-loving----and a 
saint?  
Pier Giorgio Frassati died at age 24. A saint already. Born in Turin in 1901, 
into a fairly wealthy family—his mum a painter, his dad the owner of a 
liberal newspaper in fascist Italy---Pier Giorgio showed huge empathy for 
the poor since he was a young boy. 



 

 
 

 

 
We do not live better when we flee, 
hide, refuse to share, stop giving, and 
lock ourselves up in our own 
comforts. Such a life is nothing less 
than slow suicide. 

Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium (#272). 

 

 
The Church’s social mission can be spelled 
out as ‘Together We Are Strong’. No one can 
really be a Christian without being part of 
society and partaking in community life. The 
Church is not an end in herself but 
champions justice for all human beings. 

Gerard MacGinty, DOCAT: What to Do? The 
Social Teaching of the Catholic Church 

 

 
Have you heard of Million Minutes? 

It’s an organization that ‘wants young 
people to know that society needs them, 
that the Church needs them….This means 
making young people a priority and taking 
real time for them….So, inspired by Pope 
Francis’s vision put forward in his letter on 
youth, … we work to inspire, accompany and 
equip the Church to reach out to more 
young people…’ 

See https://millionminutes.org/ 

When as a child he answered the door to a mother begging with her young 
child, Pier took off his own shoes and gave them to the child. He’d arrive 
late for meals because he’d have to run home after giving away his bus 
money to people in need. 
 
Apparently he had a great sense of humour too and was known for his 
practical jokes. An avid mountaineer and athlete, he also loved theatres 
and museums. 
 
As a young man, like his parents, he was strongly anti-fascist. Participating 
in a Church-organized demonstration in Rome on one occasion, he stood up 
to police violence and rallied the other young people by grabbing the 
group’s banner, which the royal guards had knocked out of another 
student’s hands. 
 
The Holy Eucharist and the Virgin Mary were the two poles of his world of 
prayer. At the age of 17, he joined the St. Vincent de Paul Society and 
dedicated his spare time to serving the sick and the needy, caring for 
orphans, and assisting demobilized servicemen returning from World War I. 
He became a member of the Third Order of Saint Dominic. At 17, he studied 
mining engineering with the sole intent of serving Christ among the miners. 
Rather like Francis of Assisi, he gave away to the poor his father’s 
graduation present of money. 
 
So many of the good die young, we often say ….  At the age of 24 Pier 
Giorgio was diagnosed with poliomyelitis, which he likely caught from one 
of the sick he’d attended. He died within a few months. His parents were 
overcome to find that, at his funeral, the streets were lined with thousands 
of the poor people he had helped. 
 
Beatified by John Paul II on 20 May 1990, both Benedict and Francis, in 
recognition of Pier Giorgio as a role model for young people, had his 
remains present for veneration at the World Youth Days of Sydney 2008 
and Krakow 2016. What’s astounding is that his body was found to be 
completely intact and incorrupt upon his exhumation on March 31, 1981, 
when Pier’s remains were transferred from the family tomb in Pollone to 
the cathedral in Turin. 
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How well do you know Catholic Social Teaching? Here is a puzzle to test your knowledge 
 

The first person to answer correctly (send responses to maryalicelouise@outlook.com) will have his or her name 
published in the May edition of our newsletter (sorry, no monetary prizes!). 

 

 
ACROSS 
3 Legal, social, or ethical principles of freedom or 
entitlement 
6 Unlike the government's minimum wage, the real 
______ wage calculates what people really need 
so they don't fall into poverty 
8 Activities, often paid, by which humans can share 
in God's creating actions 
9 CST principle that emphasises giving priority to 
the welfare of those who are most in need: option 
for the ____ 
10 Concern for how we treat nature: care for the 
______________ 
13 The combined conditions of society that allow 
people to reach personal fulfilment more easily (6, 4) 
14 CST principle stating that God's creation was 
intended to benefit all living creatures: _______ 
destination of created goods 
15 Old Testament prophet noted for laments and 
railing against society's injustices 
16 CST principle holding that decisions should be 
made by people who are most affected by them 
17 Theory that human beings possess an intrinsic 
system of values and morals (7, 3) 
19 Corollary to rights; with rights come 
 
 

 
 
corresponding  ___________ 
20 A type of theology originating in Latin America 
that emphasised a moral reaction to extreme 
poverty and social injustice 
21 CST principle on the equal value of every person 
regardless of circumstances: human __________ 
22 When oppressed by injustices, the only Christian 
way to respond is with ___________ 
 
DOWN 
1 Pope who issued encyclical Laudato Si' 
2 Along with truth, freedom, and love, one of the 
four fundamental values of CST 
4 Pope who issued the first general encyclical on 
the conditions of labour in 1891 (____ XIII) 
5 Right of self-determination 
7 Worldwide interconnectedness of nations through 
trade and cultural exchange 
9 One of the diocesan groups that put CST 
principles into action: Justice & _____ 
11 CST principle of acting with others to help achieve 
the common good 
12 Modern habit of wanting more and buying more 
with ever-increasing frequency 
18 CST is the 'Church's best-kept ____' 
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